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(54) Smoke sensor and monitor control system 

(57) A smoke sensor includes a light receiving unit 
for temporally alternately receiving scattered light of two 
different wavelengths and Xa; a calculating unit for 
performing a calculation required for smoke detection, 
on a scattered light output y of the wavelength and a 
scattered light output g of the wavelength A,2 from the 
light receiving unit; and a smoke detection processing 
unit for performing a smoke detection process on the 
basis of a calculation result output from the calculating 



unit. The calculating unit estimates an output value of 
one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength X-^ 
and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 at 
a sample timing of the other output, and obtains a ratio 
of the estimated output value of the one scattered light 
at the sample timing of the other output to an output 
value of the other scattered light, as a two-wavelength 
ratio. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The Invention relates to a smoke sensor which detects smoke, and a monitor control system. 

Conventionally, as a light scattering smoke sensor, a smoke sensor is disclosed in, for example, Japanese Patent 
Unexamined Publication No. Sho. 51-15487. In the disclosed smoke sensor, a light emitting diode is driven by a circuit 
which generates plus and minus rectangular waves, and two kinds of light of different wavelengths X-^ and are tem- 
porally alternately emitted by the light emitting diode in response to the plus and minus rectangular waves. A single light 
receiving device receives scattered light which is produced by smoke or the like from the two kinds of light of different 
wavelengths and emitted by the light emitting diode. A ratio (two-wavelength ratio) of scattered light outputs of the 
two different wavelengths and X^ is obtained. It is determined whether the two-wavelength ratio is in a predetermined 
range or not. If the ratio is in the range, an alarm is activated. 

In the smoke sensor, it is intended that the kind (characteristic) of smoke is judged (for example, only smoke in 
which the particle diameter is in a specific range is detected) by determining whether the two-wavelength ratio is in the 
predetermined range or not. In other words, the smoke sensor is developed in order to eliminate an influence due to 
dust, steam, or the like which is not a fire cause, and detect only smoke which is produced by a fire cause. 

However, in a smoke sensor configured so as to temporally alternately receive scattered light of two different wave- 
lengths A,i and ^2 as described above, the timing of the detection of scattered light of the wavelength X^ is not identical 
with (the same time as) that of scattered light of wavelength X^- Therefore, a ratio y/g of the scattered light output (light 
intensity output) y of the wavelength X^ to the scattered light output (light intensity output) g of the wavelength X2, i.e., 
a two-wavelength ratio contains many errors, and hence accurate smoke detection is limited. 

SUMMARY OF T HE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide a smoke sensor configured so as to temporally alternately receive scat- 
tered light of two different wavelengths X-^ and X2, and a monitor control system which uses a smoke sensor of this kind, 
and more particularly such a smoke sensor and a monitor control system which can con-ectly obtain a two-wavelength 
ratio and in which the accuracy of smoke detection can be remarkably enhanced as compared with the prior art. 

In order to attain the object, the invention of a first aspect is a smoke sensor in which light receiving means tempo- 
rally alternately receives scattered light of two different wavelengths X^ and X2, wherein the smoke sensor comprises: 
calculating means for performing a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output 
y of the wavelength X^ and a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means; and smoke 
detection processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from 
the calculating means, and the calculating means estimates an output value of one of the scattered light output y of the 
wavelength X-\ and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 which are temporally alternately output from the 
light receiving means, at a sample timing of the other output, and obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the 
one scattered light at the sample timing of the other output to an output value of the other scattered light, as a two-wave- 
length ratio. 

According to the invention of a second aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the first aspect, the calculating 
means performs the estimation of the output value of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength X^ and the 
scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 which are temporally alternately output from the light receiving means, by 
performing an interpolation on one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength and the scattered light output g 
of the wavelength X2. 

According to the invention of a third aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the first or second aspect, the calcu- 
lating means takes a moving average of each of the scattered light output y of the wavelength X-^ and the scattered light 
ou^Dut g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means, estimates an output value of one of the moving-averaged 
scattered light output y of the wavelength Xi and the moving-averaged scattered light output g of the wavelength X2, at 
a sample timing of the other output, and thereafter obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the one moving-aver- 
aged scattered light at the sample timing of the other output to an output value of the other moving-averaged scattered 
light, as the two-wavelength ratio. 

According to ttie invention of a fourth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the first or second aspect, after esti- 
mating the output value of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength Xi and the scattered light output g of the 
wavelength which are temporally alternately output from the light receiving means, at a sample timing of the other 
output, the calculating means takes a moving average of the estimated output value and a moving average of the output 
value of the other scattered light, and obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the one moving-averaged scat- 
tered light at the sample timing of the other output to an output value of the other moving-averaged scattered light, as 
the two-wavelength ratio. 
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According to the invention of a fifth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the first or second aspect, after obtain- 
ing a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scattered light at the sample timing of the other output to the output 
value of the other scattered light, as the two-wavelength ratio, the calculating means tal<es a moving average on the 
two-wavelength ratio to obtain another two-wavelength ratio. 

According to the invention of a sixth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to any one of the first to fifth aspects, 
when or after the output value of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength Xi and the scattered light output 
g of the wavelength A,2 from the light receiving means is equal to or larger than a predetermined value, the calculating 
means starts the calculation required for smoke detection. 

According to the invention of a seventh aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the sixth aspect, after the calcu- 
lation required for smoke detection is started, and when the output value of one of the scattered light output y of the 
wavelength and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 'rom the light receiving means reaches an upper 
limit value, the calculating means holds a calculation result which is obtained immediately before the output value 
reaches the upper limit value. 

According to the invention of an eighth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to any one of the first to seventh 
aspects, the smoke detection processing means judges a smoke characteristic on the basis of the two-wavelength ratio 
from the calculating means. 

According to the invention of a ninth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the eighth aspect, when the smoke 
characteristic is judged, the smoke detection processing means variably sets a fire criterion for each smoke character- 
istic. 

According to the invention of a tenth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to the ninth aspect, the smoke detec- 
tion processing means variably sets a fire level for judging whether a fire breaks out or not, on the basis of the largeness 
of the two-wavelength ratio. 

The invention of an eleventh aspect is a smoke sensor comprising: controlling means for controlling a whole of the 
sensor; first light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength ; second 
light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength light receiving means 
for receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength emitted from the first light emitting means, and scattered 
tight of the light of the wavelength emitted from the second light emitting means; calculating means for performing a 
predetermined calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the wavelength X.i and a scat- 
tered light output g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means; and smoke detection processing means fbr per- 
forming a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calculating means, the first and 
second light emitting means being incorporated in a single light emitting device, and the light of the wavelength Xi and 
the light of the wavelength X2 being emitted from the single light emitting device. 

The invention of a twelfth aspect is a smoke sensor comprising: controlling means for controlling a whole of the sen- 
sor; first light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength Xi ; second light 
emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength X2, light receiving means for 
receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength emitted from the first light emitting means, and scattered light 
of the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means; calculating means for performing a pre- 
determined calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the wavelength X■^ and a scattered 
light output g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means; and smoke detection processing means for perform- 
ing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calculating means, the smoke sensor 
further comprising light guiding means for guiding the light of the wavelength x^ emitted from the first light emitting 
means, and the light of the wavelength emitted from the second light emitting means so that the light of the wave- 
length Xi emitted from the first light emitting means, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light 
emitting means are directed In a same light emission direction. 

According to the invention of a thirteenth aspect, in the smoke sensor of the twelfth aspect, a prism Is used In the 
light guiding means. 

According tothe invention of a fourteenth aspect, in the smoke sensor of the twelfth aspect, a branched optical fiber 
Is used In the light guiding means. 

The invention of a fifteenth aspect is a monitor control system comprising a receiver, and an analog light scattering 
smoke sensor which Is connected to a transmission path elongating from the receiver and which is monitored and con- 
trolled by the receiver, wherein, when the analog light scattering smoke sensor is a smoke sensor which temporally 
alternately receives scattered light of two different wavelengths X^ and X2. the receiver conprises: calculating means 
fbr performing a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output y of the wavelength 
Xt and a scattered light output g of the wavelength Xz from the light receiving means; and smoke detection processing 
means fbr performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calculating means, 
and the calculating means estimates an output \alue of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength X-i and the 
scattered light output g of the wavelength X^ which are temporally alternately output from the light scattering smoke sen- 
sor, at a sample timing of the other output, and obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scattered light 
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at the sample timing of the other output to an output value of the other scattered light, as a two-wavelength ratio. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

5 Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of the smoke sensor of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of a physical quantity detecting unit. 

Fig. 3 is a time chart showing an example of driving signals CTL^ and CTL2. 

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of calculating means. 

Fig. 5 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of the calculating means. 
10 Fig. 6 is a view illustrating an example of an estimation process. 

Fig. 7 is a view illustrating results of a simulation experiment. 

Fig. 8 is a view illustrating results of a simulation experiment. 

Fig. 9 is a view illustrating results of a simulation experiment. 

Fig. 10 is a view illustrating results of a simulation experiment. 
15 Fig. 1 1 shows results of experiments on relationships between a two-wavelength ratio and a particle diameter. 

Fig. 12 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of the smol<e sensor of the invention. 

Fig. 13 is a diagram showing a specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig. 12. 

Fig. 14 is a diagram showing an ©(ample of the configuration of the smoke sensor of the invention. 

Fig. 15 is a diagram showing a specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig. 14. 
20 Fig. 1 6 is a diagram showing a specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig. 1 4. 

Fig. 1 7 is a diagram showing a specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig. 1 , 1 2. orl 4. 

Fig. 18 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of the monitor control system of the Invention. 

Fig. 19 is a diagram showing another example of the configuration of the physical quantity detecting unit. 

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH E INVENTION 

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the invention will be described with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings. Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of the smoke sensor of the invention. Referring to Rg. 
1 , the smoke sensor comprises: controlling means 1 1 for controlling the whole of the sensor; first light emitting means 
30 1 2 for, when driven by the controlling means 1 1 , emitting light of a wavelength Xt ; second light emitting means 13 for, 
when driven by the controlling means 1 1 , emitting light of a wavelength X.2; light receiving means 1 4 for receiving scat- 
tered light of the light of the wavelength emitted from the first light emitting means 12, and scattered light of the light 
of the wavelength emitted from the second light emitting means 1 3; calculating means 1 5 for performing a predeter- 
mined calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output (light intensity output) y of the wavelength A,i 
35 and a scattered light output (light intensity output) g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means 14; smoke 
detection processing means 16 for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output 
from the calculating means 15; and outputting means 17 for outputting a result of the smoke detection process. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of the configuration of the first light emitting means 12, the second light 
emitting means 13, and the light receiving means 14. In the example of Fig. 2, the first light emitting means 12 is con- 
40 figured by, for example, a blue light emitting diode LED^ which emits blue light {X^}. the second light emitting means 13 
is configured by, for example, a near infrared light emitting diode LED2 which emits near infrared light (^,2), and the light 
receiving means 14 Is configured by a single light receiving device PD. 

The blue light emitting diode LEDi and the near infrared light emitting diode LEDj are located at positions on the 
outer edge A of the base of a circular cone C in which the apex is an intersection point 0 of the optical axis 0, of LED^ 
4S and the optical axis Og of LED2 and which has a predetermined apex angle a. In this case, LEDi and LEDg can be 
located at arbitrary positions on the outer edge A of the base of the circular cone C. For example, LEDi and LED2 may 
be housed in a single case and located at positions whidi are substantially identical with each other and on the outer 
edge A of the base of the circular cone C. 

The light receiving device PD is located at a predetermined position (a predetermined position on the center axis 
50 B of the circular cone 0) which is on the center axis B of the circular cone C and on the side which is opposite to the 
side of LED, and LEDg with respect to the intersection point 0 of the optical axis O1 of LED^ and the optical axis Og of 
LEDg. Specifically, the light receiving device PD may be located at. for example, a position which is on the center axis 
B of the circular cone 0 and separated from the intersection point 0 of the optical axis O1 of LED^ and the optical axis 
O2 of LED2 by the same distance (equidistance) r as the distance r between LEDi and the intersection point 0 (the dis- 
ss tance r between LED2 and the intersection point 0). 

According to this arrangement, the angles formed by the two light emitting diodes LEDi and LED2 and the light 
receiving device PD can be set to be equal to each other, and the scattering angles can be set to be equal to each other. 
The space E among the blue light emitting diode LEDi . the near infrared light emitting diode LED2, and the light receiv- 



EP0877345A2 



ing device PD constitutes an environment (for example, a chamber) In which smoke to be detected can exist. 

The first light emitting means 12 (LEDi) and the second light emitting means 13 (LED^ are driven and controlled 
by driving signals CTLi and CTLg from the controlling means 1 1 . respectively. 

Fig. 3 Is a time chart showing an example of the driving signals CTLi and CTL2. In the example of Fig. 3, the driving 
signals CTLi and CTLj have the same pulse width and period. In other words, both the signals have a pulse width of 
W and a period of T. However, the driving signal CTLg is delayed from the driving signal CTLi by a predetermined time 
period t (t < T). 

When the driving signals CTLi and CTLg are used, the first light emitting means 12 (LEDi) emits light of the wave- 
length A,i (blue light) with the period T during a period corresponding to the pulse width W, and the second light emitting 
means 13 (LED2) emits light of the wavelength (near Infrared light) with the period T during a period corresponding 
to the pulse width W with being delayed from the emission of the light of the wavelength X,i (blue light) from the first light 

emitting means 12 (LEDi). 

A sample timing (sampling period T) when scattered light (blue light) of the light of the wavelength X,i from the first 
light emitting means 12 (LEDi) is sampled in the light receiving means 14 (PD) Is shifted by the time period t from a 
sample timing (sampling period T) when the light of the wavelength (near infrared light) from the second light emitting 
means 13 (LED2) is sampled in the light receiving means 14 (PD). This shift of the time period t causes the scattered 
light of two different wavelengths Xi and to be temporally alternately emitted, so that the light receiving means 14 
(PD) temporally alternately receives the scattered light of two different wavelengths A-i and A.2. As a result, In the light 
receiving means 14 (PD). the light intensities y and g of the scattered light of two different wavelengths and can 
be temporally alternately obtained. 

The light intensity y of the scattered light of the wavelength A,i ref lects the smote density (%/m) of the environment 
E with respect to the light of the wavelength X^, and the light intensity g of the scattered light of the wavelength Xz 
reflects the smote density (%/m) of the environment E with respect to the light of the wavelength A^. For the sate of 
convenience, the following description will be made on the assumption that the light Intensity of scattered light has been 
converted to the smote density (%/m). 

A smote sensor configured so that the light receiving means 14 temporally alternately receives scattered light of 
two different wavelengths A., and X^ in this way has the following drawback. As described above, the sample timing 
(sampling period T) when scattered light (blue light) of the wavelength X-i is sampled in the light receiving means 14 
(PD) is shifted by the time period t from the sample timing (sampling period T) when ttie light of the wavelength X2 (near 
infrared light) Is sampled In the light receiving means 14 (PD) (that is, in the light receiving means 14 (light receiving 
device PD), the sample timing (light receiving timing) of scattered light of the wavelength X^ is not identical with the sam- 
ple timing (light receiving timing) of scattered light of the wavelength X2 (there is a time difference t)) . In such a case that 
when the smote density of the environment E Is suddenly changed during the time difference t and the light receiving 
signal Is abruptly changed, when the ratio (two-wavelength ratio: y/g) of the scattered light output (sampled output) y of 
the wavelength x^ to the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength x^ from the light receiving means 
1 4 Is obtained, the two-wavelength ratio contains many errors. 

In order to prevent the two-wavelength ratio from containing many errors because of the time difference t, the cal- 
culating means 15 of the smote sensor of the invention is configured so as to estimate the output value of one of the 
scattered light output (sampled output) y of the wavelength X-i and the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the 
wavelength X2 which are temporally alternately output from the light receiving means 14, at the sample timing of the 
other output, and obtain a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scattered light at the sample timing of the other 
output to an output value of the other scattered light, as the two-wavelength ratio. 

Figs. 4 and 5 are diagrams respectively showing examples of the configuration of the calculating means 15. The 
example of Fig. 4 comprises: estimating means 21 for estimating the output value g' of the scattered light output (sam- 
pled output) g of the wavelength X2 at the same sample timing as that of the scattered light output (sampled output) y 
of the wavelength X■^ ■. and two-wavelength ratio calculating means 22 for calculating a ratio (y/g') of the scattered light 
output (sampled output) y of the wavelength X^ to the thus estimated scattered light output (sampled output) g' of the 
wavelength X2, as the two-wavelength ratio. 

The example of Fig. 5 comprises: estimating means 23 for estimating the output value y' of the scattered light out- 
put (sampled output) y of the wavelength X-^ at the same sample timing as that of the scattered light output (sampled 
output) g of the wavelength X2: and two-wavelength ratio calculating means 24 for calculating a ratio (y'/g) of the thus 
estimated scattered light output (sampled output) y' of the wavelength X-, to the scattered light output (sampled output) 
g of the wavelength Ag. as the tvwj-wavelength ratio. 

Fig. 6 is a view illustrating an example of the estimation process in the estimating means 21 in the case where the 
calculating means 15 has the configuration of Fig. 4. Referring to Fig. 6. the scattered light output (sampled output) y 
of the wavelength X^ is sampled as y(-1), y(0). y(1), y(2). • • • at sample timings -1 . 0, 1 , 2, • • • of the period T, and 
also the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength X2 is sampled as g(-1), g(0), g(1), g(2). • • • at 
sample timings -1.0. 1,2. • of the period T However, tfie sampling for the sampled outputs g(-1), g(0), g(1). g(2). 
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• •• of the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength A,2 is performed at a timing delayed by the time 
difference t from the sampled outputs y(-1), y(0). y{1), y(2), • • • of the scattered light output (sarrpled output) y of the 
wavelength 

In this case, an interpolation such as that of the following expression is performed on the sampled outputs g(-1), 
9(0), g(1), g(2), • • • of the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength X^, so that output values g'(-1), 
g'(0),g'(1),g'(2), • • • atthesame timings as those ofthe sampled outputs y(-1),y(0).y(1).y(2), • • • of scattered light 
output (sampled output) y of the wavelength Xi can be estimated. 

g'(n) = g(n) - (g(n) - g(n-1)) • t/T [Expression 1] 

In Expression 1 , n is a positive or negative Integer ( • • • . -1 , 0, 1 , 2. • • • ), T is the sampling period of y and g. and 
t is a time difference between the sample timing of y and that of g. 

In the Interpolation of Expression 1, for example, the estimated value g'(0) of the scattered light output (sampled 
output) g of the wavelength which value corresponds to the sample timing 0 (y(0)) of the scattered light output (sam- 
pled output) y of the wavelength A.i can be <alculated by using the output value (measured value) g(-1) at the sample 
timing -1 of the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength and the output value (measured value) 
g(0) at the sample timing 0 of the scattered light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength X2, as 

g'(0) = g(0)-(g(0)-g(-l))-tA-. 

Fig. 6 further shows the estimated values g'(-1), g'(0). g'(1), g'(2). • • • of the scattered light output (sampled out- 
put) g of the wavelength X2 which are estimated in accordance with Expression 1 . As seen from Fig. 6 also, In the exam- 
ple of the estimation process (the example of the interpolation) according to Expression 1 , g'(n) is obtained by applying 
linear interpolation on most adjacent output values (measured values) g(n-1) and g(n) of the scattered light output 
(sampled output) g of the wavelength A.2. 

According to the estimation proces (in the example of Fig. 6, linear Interpolation), for the scattered light output 
(sampled output) g of the wavelength 1^, the output value g' at the same sample timing as that of the scattered light 
output (sampled output) y of the wavelength X.i can be estimated. When a ratio (y/g') of the scattered light output (sam- 
pled output) y of the wavelength ^1 to the thus estimated output (sampled output) g' of scattered light of the wavelength 
A,2 is calculated as the two-wavelength ratio, it is possible to eliminate an influence due to the time difference t. As a 
result, the two-wavelength ratio (y/g") having reduced errors can be obtained. 

Therefore, the smoke detection processing means 16 can more correctly judge, for example, the kind (characteris- 
tic) of smoke on the basis of the two-wavelength ratio (y/g') having reduced errors and output from the calculating 
means 1 5. Specifically, the particle diameter of smoke or the like can be con-ectly detected on the basis of the two-wave- 
length ratio (y/g') having reduced errors. According to this configuration, for example, only smoke which is in a specific 
particle diameter range is correctly detected, so that an influence due to dust, steam, or the like which is not a fire cause 
can be eliminated and only smoke which is produced by a fire cause can be correctly detected. 

The inventors of the present invention actually confirmed the effect by means of simulation experiments. In the sim- 
ulation experiments, a TF2 fire in which the smoke density ofthe environment E is gradually increased was assumed. 
First, a measured value y(n) of scattered light (blue light) of the wavelength \y from the first light emitting means 12 
(LEDi) at the sample timing (the sampling period T = 4 sec.) In the light receiving means 14 (PD) was obtained. Assum- 
ing that an ideal two-wavelength ratio is 3.60 (a TF2 fire is assumed), an Ideal output value of light (near infrared light) 
of the wavelength from the second light emitting means 13 (LEDj) at the sample timing (the sampling period T = 4 
sec.) in the light receiving means 1 4 (PD) was obtained. Namely, a value which is produced by dividing y(n) by 3.60 was 
obtained as the ideal output value go(n) of light (near Infrared light) of the wavelength from the second light emitting 
means 1 3 (LED2) in the light receiving means 1 4 (PD). Fig. 7 shows the measured value y(n) of y, and the Ideal output 
value go(n) of g in this stage. 

Thereafter, a simulated value of g(n) at a timing which is delayed from y(n) by the time difference t (1 sec.) was 
obtained by directly subjecting the ideal output value go(n) to interpolation. Fig. 8 shows a measured value y(n), and a 
simulated value g(n) which was obtained as described above. The values y(n) and g(n) shown in Fig. 8 are values which 
are obtained by actually simulating the scattered light output (sampled output) y of the wavelength Xy and the scattered 
light output (sampled output) g of the wavelength 1^ which are temporally alternately output from the light receiving 
means 14. In the example of Fig. 8, the time difference t between the measured value y(n) and the simulated value g(n) 
is 1 sec. 

After simulated values y(n) and g(n) which are similar to actually measured values were obtained as described 
above, a two-wavelength ratio y(n)/g(n) was calculated directly from the simulated values y(n) and g(n) in accordance 
with a conventional two-wavelength ratio calculating method. Results of the calculations according to the conventional 
two-wavelength ratio calculating method are shown in Fig. 9. 
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On the other hand, the estimation process (direct interpolation process) of the invention was performed on the sim- 
ulated value g(n) of Fig. 8 to obtain an estimated value g'(n). A two-wavelength ratio y(n)/g'(n) was calculated from the 
measured value y(n) and the estimated value g'(n). Results of the calculations (results of the calculations according to 
the two-wavelength ratio calculating method of the invention) are shown in Fig. 10. 

5 In the examples of Figs. 9 and 10, when the values of y(n), g(n), and g'(n) are smaller than 0.1 %/m, the two-wave- 
length ratio (y(n)/g'(n)) is not calculated, and is set to be 0 because a large error due to noises or the like occurs in the 
value of the two-wavelength ratio. 

When Figs. 9 and 10 are compared with each other, the following will be seen. In the conventional two-wavelength 
ratio calculating method shown in Fig. 9, the two-wavelength ratio (y(n)/g(n)) has values of 2.06, 2.88, 3.03, • • • . For 

10 example, an average of the eight values of the two-wavelength ratio (y(n)/g(n)) which are not smaller than 2.00 is 3.07, 
or substantially different from the two-wavelength ratio of 3.60 to be detected. By contrast, in the two-wavelength ratio 
calculating method of the invention shown in Fig. 1 0, the two-wavelength ratio (y(n)/g'(n)) has values of 2.62, 3.44, 3.44, 
• • • . For example, an average of the eight values of the two-wavelength ratio (y(n)/g'(n)) which are not smaller than 
2.00 is 3.42, or close to the two-wavelength ratio of 3.60 to be detected. 

15 From the above, it will be seen that the invention can obtain a two-wavelength ratio which is more correct than that 
obtained in the prior art. According to the invention, therefore, a judgment on the smoke characteristic (for example, a 
determination on the particle diameter of smoke or the like), that on whether a fire breaks out or a non-fire condition 
occurs, and the like can be accurately performed on the basis of the two-wavelength ratio which is correctly calculated. 
In the above, the example in which the estimation process is performed by the estimating means 21 in the case 

20 where the calculating means 15 has the configuration of Fig. 4 has been described. The estimation process is per- 
formed in a similar manner by the estimating means 23 In the case where the calculating means 1 5 has the configura- 
tion of Fig 15 (for example, by a linear interpolation process on y(n)). Also in the case where the calculating means 15 
has the configuration of Fig. 5, In the same manner as the case of the configuration of Fig. 4, it is possible to eliminate 
an influence due to the time difference t, so that the correct two-wavelength ratio (y'/g) having reduced en-ors can be 

25 Obtained. 

In the example described above, the estimation of g or y in the estimating means 21 or 23 is performed by applying 
linear interpolation in which most adjacent output values are linearly interpolated. Afternatively, the estimation of g or y 
may be performed by any technique as far as, for the scattered light output (sampled output) g or y of the wavelength 
Xz or A,i , the output value g' or y' can be estimated at the same sample timing as that of the scattered light output (sam- 
30 pled output) y or g of the wavelength XzorX^. In the estimation of g, for example, an interpolation process (such as a 
second interpolation process) may be used in which g'(n) is estimated in consideration of not only most adjacent output 
values (measured values) g(n-1) and g(n) but also g(n-2) and g(n+1) outside the output va\ues by using g(n-2), g(n-1), 
g(n), andg(n-Fl), 

In the example described above, the calculating means 15 directly performs the estimation process (interpolation 

35 process) on the scattered light output (light intensity output) y of the wavelength and the scattered light output (light 
intensity output) g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means 14, thereby calculating a two-wavelength ratio. 
Alternatively, a two-wavelength ratio may be calculated by taking a moving average of the scattered light output (light 
intensity output) y of the wavelength X^ and the scattered light output (light intensity output) g of the wavelength X2 from 
the light receiving means 14 over a predetermined time period (for example, three to six sampling zones), and then per- 

40 forming an estimation process (interpolation process) on one of the moving-averaged output values <y(n)> and (g(n)>. 

In other words, the calculating means 15 may take a moving average each of the scattered light output y(n) of the 
wavelength X^, and the scattered light output g(n) of the wavelength Xz from the light receiving means 14, estimate an 
output value of one of the moving-averaged scattered light output (y(n)) of the wavelength X-^ and the moving-averaged 
scattered light output <g(n)> of the wavelength Xj, at a sample timing of the other output, and obtain a ratio of an esti- 

45 mated output value of the one moving-averaged scattered light, at the sample timing of the other output, to the output 
value of the other scattered light, as the two-wavelength ratio. Specifically, for example, moving averages (y(n)> and 
<g(n)> of the measured values y(n) and g(n) of LEDi and LED2 may be obtained, an interpolation estimated value <g'{n)> 
may be obtained on the basis of the moving average of <g(n)) of LEDj, and a two-wavelength ratio ((y(n)>/(g'(n)>) may be 
obtained from (the moving average of <y(n)) of the measured value y(n) of LEDi) and (the interpolation estimated value 

so <g'(n)> on the basis of the moving average of (g(n)) of the measured value g(n) of LEDg). 

When the time period in which the moving average is to be taken equals to three sampling zones, the moving aver- 
ages (y(n)) and (g(n)> for the scattered output y(n) of the wavelength X^ and the scattered output g(n) of the wavelength 
X2 from the light receiving means 14 can be respectively obtained from the following expressions. 

55 <y(n)>=(y(n-1) + y(n)-hy(n+1))/3 [Expression 2] 



(g(n)) = (g(n-1) + g(n) + g(n+1))/3 
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Alternatively, the calculating means 15 may estimate an output value of one of the scattered light output y(n) of the 
wavelength X-, and the scattered light output g(n) of the wavelength X2 which are temporally alternately output from the 
light receiving means 14, at a sample timing of the other output, take a moving average of the estimated output value, 
take a moving average of the scattered light other output value, and obtain a ratio of the moving-averaged estimated 

5 output value of the one scattered light of the moving average, at the sample timing of the other output, to the moving- 
averaged output value of the other scattered light, as the two-wavelength ratio. Specifically, for example, an interpolation 
estimated value g'(n) may be obtained on the basis of the measured value of g(n) of LEDg, moving averages <y(n)> and 
<g'(n)> of the measured values y(n) and the interpolation estimated value g'(n) of LED, and LEDg may be obtained, and 
a two-wavelength ratio ((y(n)>/(g'(n)>) may be obtained from (the moving average of <y(n)) of the measured value y(n) of 

10 LEDi) and (the moving average (g'(n)> of the interpolation estimated value g'(n) of LEDj). 

When the time period in which the moving average is to be taken equals to three sampling zones, for example, the 
moving average <g'(n)> for the interpolation estimated value g'(n) can be obtained from the following expression. 

<g'(n)) = (g'(n-1 ) + g'(n) + g'(n+1 ))y3 [Expression 3] 

15 

Alternatively, the calculating means 15 may obtain a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scattered light at 
the sample timing of the other output to the output value of the other scattered light, as the two-wavelength ratio, and 
take a moving average of the two-wavelength ratio so that the moving average is finally obtained as the two-wavelength 
ratio. Specifically, for example, a moving average of a two-wavelength ratio (y(n)/g'(n)) may be obtained, and the mov- 
20 ing-averaged two-wavelength ratio (<y(n)/g'(n)>) may be finally obtained as the two-wavelength ratio. 

When the time period in which the moving average is to be taken equals to three sampling zones, for example, the 
moving average ((y(n)y{g'(n)>) of the two-wavelength ratio (y(n)>Ag'(n)) can be obtained from the following expression. 

<y(n)/g'(n)> = (y(n-1)/g'(n-1) -i- y(n)/g'(n) + y{n+^)/g'(n+^m [Expression 4] 

25 

In this way, the above-mentioned process of further taking a moving average of y(n) and g(n), y(n) and g"(n) or y'(n) 
and g(n), or the two-wavelength ratio (y(n)/g'(n) or y'(n)>/g(n)) results in a temporal smoothing process, and hence an 
influence due to temporal fluctuation of smoke density or the like can be remarkably reduced. Consequently, the two- 
wavelength ratio can be obtained more correctly. When the time period in which the moving average is to be taken is 

30 set to be very long, however, the moving average process causes a loss of information. Therefore, the time period in 
which the moving average is to be taken must be set to have an appropriate value. 

In the example described above, the calculating means 15 can always perform the calculation process (the estima- 
tion process, the two-wavelength ratio calculation process, and the moving average process). Alternatively, the calcu- 
lating means may be configured so that, when or after the output value (smoke density) of one of the scattered output 

35 y(n) of the wavelength Xi and the scattered output g(n) of the wavelength Xz which are temporally alternately output 
from the light receiving means 1 4 becomes equal to or larger than a predetermined value (for example, about 0.1 %/m), 
the calculation process is started. In the alternative, the calculating means 15 is not required to always perform the cal- 
culations of the estimation process, the two-wavelength ratio calculation process, and the moving average process. 
Therefore, the load of the calculating means 15 (specifically, a CPU described later) can be reduced and an influence 

40 of noises can be reduced so that the smoke detection error can be further reduced. 

When, after the calculation process (the estimation process, the two-wavelength ratio calculation process, and the 
moving average process) Is started, the output value (smoke density) of one of the scattered output y(n) of the wave- 
length X-\ and the scattered output g(n) of the wavelength which are temporally alternately output from the light 
receiving means 14 reaches an upper limit (in the case where the calculating means 15 has an 8-bit A/D converter, for 

45 example, the upper limit is "255"), an overflow occurs and the calculation processes cannot be further performed. In this 
case, for example, the results (specifically, the two-wavelength ratio and the like) of the calculation process which are 
obtained immediately before the output value reaches the upper limit may be held, and the calculation process may not 
be thereafter performed. As the two-wavelength ratio after the timing when the output value reaches the upper limit and 
the execution of the calculation process is disabled, therefore, the two-wavelength ratio obtained immediately before the 

so output value reaches the upper limit (i.e. , the held two-wavelength ratio) may be used. 

The upper limit may be arbitrarily set by the designer or the operator. For example, the output value (smoke density) 
of the scattered output y(n) of the wavelength X^ or the scattered output g(n) of the wavelength X^ substantially linearly 
changes until the value reaches about 10 %/m. By contrast, when the value becomes equal to or larger than about 10 
%/m, it saturates or nonllnearly changes. The output value may be caused to nonlinearly change, also by settings of 

55 circuits such as an amplifier. In the region where the output value (smoke density) of the scattered output y(n) of the 
wavelength X^ or the scattered output g(n) of the wavelength X2 is nonlinear, the two-wavelength ratio cannot be cor- 
rectly calculated. In order to avert such a situation, the upper limit may be set by tiie designer or the like in the course 
of, for example, the design of the sensor. In an actual situation wherein the smokedensHy is 10 %/m, a fire is vigorously 
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blazing. Therefore, the upper limit is set to a value which is smaller than, for example, 10 %/m. 

In the smoke detection processing means 1 6 of the smoke sensor of Fig. 1 , a threshold of the two-wavelength ratio 
may be set in order to judge the kind (characteristic) of smoke on the basis of the two-wavelength ratio from the calcu- 
lating means 15. In accordance with the value of a ratio of the obtained two-wavelength to the threshold, it is possible 
to determine the kind (characteristic) of smoke, for example, whether the smoke is caused by a fire (further, whether the 
smoke is produced by a flaming fire or by a smoldering fire), or by dust, steam, or the like which is not a fire cause. 

The inventors of the present invention investigated relationships between the two-wavelength ratio and a particle 
diameter in the following manner. Smoke or the like of a predetermined particle diameter was actually introduced into 
the environment E. At this time, a ratio (y/g') of the scattered light output y of blue light (the wavelength = 470 nm) to 
the scattered light output g' of near infrared light (the wavelength = 945 nm) obtained as a result of the estimation 
process was obtained as the two-wavelength ratio. Fig. 1 1 shows results of the experiments on relationships between 
the two-wavelength ratio and a particle diameter. From Fig. 1 1 , it will be seen that, for smoke having a particle diameter 
ofaboutO.001 toO.1 nm, the two-wavelength ratio is about 17to 14;for smoke having a particle diameter of about 0.1 
to 1 nm, the two-wavelength ratio is about 14 to 2; and, for dust, steam, or the like having a particle diameter of 1 nm 
or larger, the two-wavelength ratio is 2 or less. From this, it is possible to judge that, when the two-wavelength ratio is 
about 17 tolO, the smoke is produced by a flaming fire; when the two-wavelength ratio is about 14 to 2, the smoke is 
produced by a smoldering fire; and, when the two-wavelength ratio is 2 or less, the smoke is produced by dust, steam, 
or the like. 

Based on the two-wavelength ratio, therefore, an influence due to dust, steam, or the like which is not a fire cause 
can be eliminated and only smoke which is produced by a fire cause can be detected. Furthermore, it is possible to 
judge whether a fire exists or not, on the basis of. for example, the level relationship between the fire criterion (the 
threshold for detecting a fire; a fire level) corresponding to the kind of the detected smoke, and the output value of the 
light receiving means 14. 

The smoke detection processing means 16 may be configured so that, when the kind (characteristic) of smoke is 
judged as described above, the fire criterion is variably set for each smoke characteristic, on the basis of the two-wave- 
length ratio from the calculating means 15. 

When the two-wavelength ratio is small, for example, the possibility of a non-fire is high, and hence the fire level is 
dulled (the level is lowered) and the accumulation period is prolonged. By contrast, when the two-wavelength ratio is 
large, the fire level may be set to be high. 

The smoke detection processing means 16 may be configured so that, when the two-wavelength ratio is stabilized 
in the initial stage, the fire is judged to be in the initial condition, the smoke characteristic of the fire is judged during the 
initial stage of the fire, and the fire criterion is variably set for each smoke characteristic. 

Experiment results show that, in the case of a fire, the two-wavelength ratio is relatively stabilized (substantially 
constant) even in the initial stage, and, in the case of a non-fire, the two-wavelength ratio is largely fluctuated (because 
smoke particle are small (1 |im or less) in the case of a fire, and large (several microns) in the case of a non-fire such 
as steam or dust). When the two-wavelength ratio has a value from which judgment on a fire or a non-fire is hardly per- 
formed (for example, the two-wavelength ratio has a value of about 2.00), the fire judgment may be performed on the 
basis of the experiment results. 

According to the invention, the two-wavelength ratio can be obtained more correctly Therefore, the particle size of 
smoke can be accurately measured, and the fire judgment or the like can be performed with high reliability, on the basis 
of the measured particle size. 

Figs. 12 and 13 are diagrams showing another example of the configuration of the smoke sensor of the invention. 
The smoke sensor of Figs. 12 and 13 comprises: controlling means 1 1 for controlling the whole of the sensor; first light 
emitting means 1 2 for, when driven by the controlling means 1 1 , emitting light of a wavelength A.i ; second light emitting 
means 13 for, when driven by the controlling means 1 1 , emitting light of a wavelength A,2; light receiving means 14 for 
receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength emitted from the first light emitting means 12, and scattered 
light of the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13; calculating means 15 for per- 
forming a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output (light intensity output) y 
of the wavelength X-^ and a scattered light output (light intensity output) g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving 
means 14; smoke detection processing means 16 for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calcula- 
tion result output from the calculating means 15; and outputting means 1 7 for outputting a result of the smoke detection 
process. The first light emitting means 12 and the second light emitting means 13 are incorporated in a single light emit- 
ting device 18. and the light of the wavelength X,i and that of the wavelength X2 are emitted from the single light emitting 
de/ice 18. 

According to this configuration, the first light emitting means 12 and the second light emitting means 13 can be 
located at positions which are very close to each other, and the light of the wavelength X-^ emitted from the first light 
emitting means 12, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13 are directed in 
the same light emission direclton. In the light scattering smoke sensor, therefore, smoke detectton spaces can be made 
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identical with each other, so that the two-wavelength ratio can be correctly obtained. In appearance, the configuration 
example of Figs. 1 2 and 1 3 is configured by the single light emitting device 1 8 and the single light receiving device (light 
receiving means) 14. Therefore, the configuration has an advantage that the structure of a light scattering smoke sen- 
sor of the prior art can be used as it is and a product of a low cost can be supplied. Specifically, the example of Fig. 13 
is configured so that a light emitting chip LEDi serving as the first light emitting means 12 for emitting light of the wave- 
length Xi, and a light emitting chip LEDj serving as the second light emitting means 13 for emitting light of the wave- 
length ^2 are Incorporated in the single light emitting device (LED) 18, and the light emitting chips 12 and 13 can be 
independently driven through three to four lead wires RD. 

Fig. 14 is a diagram showing a further example of the configuration of the smoke sensor of the Invention. The 
smoke sensor of Fig. 14 comprises: controlling means 11 for controlling the whole of the sensor; first light emitting 
means 12 for, when driven by the controlling means 1 1 , emitting light of a wavelength A,i ; second light emitting means 
13 for, when driven by the controlling means 1 1 , emitting light of a wavelength X2; light receiving means 14 for receiving 
scattered light of the light of the wavelength emitted from the first light emitting means 12, and scattered light of the 
light of the wavelength emitted from the second light emitting means 13; calculating means 15 for performing a pre- 
determined calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output (light intensity output) y of the wave- 
length X-f and a scattered light output (light intensity output) g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means 14; 
smoke detection processing means 16 for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result 
output from the calculating means 15; and outputting means 17 for outputting a result of the smoke detection process, 
and further comprises light guiding means 1 9 for guiding the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the first light emit- 
ting means 12, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13 so that the light of 
the wavelength X^ emitted from the first light emitting means 1 2, and the light of the wavelength Xj emitted from the sec- 
ond light emitting means 13 are directed in the same light emission direction. According to this configuration, the light 
emission direction and emission light path of the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the first light emitting means 
12 can be made identical with those of the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the second light emitting means 13. 
In the light scattering smoke sensor, therefore, the smoke detection spaces can be made identical with each other, so 
that the two-wavelength ratio can be con-ectly obtained. 

Fig. 15 is a diagram showing a specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig. 14. In the example of Fig. 15, LED, 
and LED2 are disposed as the first and second light emitting means 12 and 13, respectively, and a prism is used as the 
light guiding means 1 9. In the example of Fig. 15, the wavelength of the light emitted from the first light emitting means 
1 2 is different from that of the light emitted from the second light emitting means 13, and therefore the two kinds of light 
have different angles of refraction in the prism 19. In Fig. 15, a device emitting light of a shorter wavelength which 
results in a larger angle of refraction is used as LED^, and that emitting light of a longer wavelength which results in a 
smaller angle of refraction is used as LEDg, so that the light emission direction and emission light path of the light of the 
wavelength X-\ emitted from the first light emitting means 12 can be made identical with those of the light of the wave- 
length X2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13, by the prism 19. 

Fig. 16 is a diagram showing another specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig, 14. In the example of Fig. 16, 
LEDi and LED2 are disposed as the first and second light emitting means 12 and 13, respectively, and a branched opti- 
cal fiber is used as the light guiding means 19. In the example of Fig. 16, the use of the optical fiber enables the light 
emission direction and emission light path of the light of the wavelength X-i emitted from the first light emitting means 
12 to be identical with those of the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13. In the 
example of Fig. 16, the optical fiber may be replaced with a plastic member or the like. 

As described above. In the example of Fig. 1 4, the use of the prism or the optical fiber enables the first and second 
light emitting means 1 2 and 1 3 (i.e., the two LED^ and LEDg of two different wavelengths) to be independently selected, 
and hence best devices such as those of high luminance can be used. 

As described above, in the configuration example of Figs. 1 2 to 1 6, the smoke detection spaces can be made iden- 
tical with each other, and hence the two-wavelength ratio can be correctly obtained. 

In the invention, the configuration example shown in Figs. 1 to 1 1 may be suitably combined with that of Figs. 12 to 
16 in an arbitrary manner. In this case, not only the smoke detection timings but also the smoke detection spaces can 
be made identical with each other, and hence the two-wavelength ratio can be more correctly obtained. 

Fig. 1 7 is a diagram showing a specific example of the smoke sensor of Fig. 1 , 1 2, or 14. In the example of Fig. 1 7, 
the smoke sensor comprises: a physical quantity detecting unit 41 for detecting the smoke density as a physical quantity 
and converting the physical quantity into an electric signal (analog signal); an A/D converter 42 which samples the ana- 
log signal output from the physical quantity detecting unit 41 with a predetermined period to convert the signal into a 
digital signal; an addre^ unit 43 into which the address of the smoke sensor is set; the CPU 44 which performs the 
control of the whole of the sensor, such as a judgment of an abnormality (for e)ample, a fire); a ROM 45 in which control 
programs for the CPU 44, and the like are stored; a RAM 46 which is used as work areas of varfous kinds; a nonvolatile 
memory 47 in which individual date peculiar to the sensor, and the like are stored; a state output unit 48 which outputs 
a signal indicative of the operation stete (the ON state) to a transmission line (for example, L and C lines) 3 when the 
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detection result (the output level of the A/D converter 42) of the physical quantity (smol<e density) which is detected by 
the physical quantity detecting unit 41 and then converted into a digital signal by the A/D converter 42 exceeds, for 
example, a predetermined operation threshold level (e.g., the fire level) and the CPU 44 judges that an abnormality 
such as a fire occurs; and a transmission unit (communication interlace unit) 49 which performs transmission with a 

5 receiver 1 through the transmission line 3. 

In other words, the smoke sensor of the example of Fig. 1 7 is configured as a so-called sensor address type sensor 
(in view of the detection output signal, the sensor belongs to an ON/OFF type sensor). In the configuration of Fig. 1 7, 
when the physical quantity detecting unit 41 has the functions of the first light emitting means 1 2, the second light emit- 
ting means 13, and the light receiving means 14 of Fig. 1 . 12, or 14 (for example, the functions of LEDi, LEDg, and PD 

10 of Fig. 2, 13, 15, or 16), the functions of the controlling means 1 1, the calculating means 15, and the smoke detection 
processing means 1 6 of Fig. 1 , 1 2, or 1 4 can be realized by the CPU 44. The function of the outputting means 1 7 of Fig. 
1 , 12, or 14 can be realized by the state output unit 48 and the transmission unit 49. 

In the RAM 46 and the nonvolatile memory 47 of Fig. 17, and other memories, for example, values such as the out- 
put values y(n) and g(n) which are alternately output from the physical quantity detecting unit 41 (the light receiving 

15 means 14), the estimated values y'(n) and g'(n) in the calculating means 15, the moving average, and the two-wave- 
length ratio can be stored. 

For example, the thus configured smoke sensor may be used as an element of a monitor control system (e.g., a 
disaster prevention system) so as to be incorporated Into the monitor control system (e.g., a disaster prevention sys- 
tem) as shown In Fig. 17. Referring to Fig. 1 7, the monitor control system (e.g., a disaster prevention system) has the 
20 receiver (e.g., an addressable p-type receiver) 1, and smoke sensors 2 which are monitored and controlled by the 
receiver 1 and which are configured as described atxjve. 

The smoke sensors 2 are connected to the predetermined transmission line (for example, L and 0 lines) 3 which 
elongates from the receiver 1 . In the system of the example of Fig. 1 7, for example, the monitor level may be set to a 
potential of 24 V between L and 0 of the transmission line 3, the operation level (ON level) of the smoke sensor to a 
25 potential of 5 V between L and C. and the short-circuit level to a potential of 0 V between L and C. 

In accordance with the system configuration, the state output unit 48 of the smoke sensor of Fig. 1 7 sets the poten- 
tial between L and 0 of the transmission line 3 to the ON level or 5 V. as the signal Indicative of the operation state (the 
ON state) of the sensor. 

When at least one of the smoke sensors 2 operates (is turned ON) and the receiver 1 senses that the potential 

30 between L and C of the transmission line 3 Is changed to 5 V, the receiver generates address se&rdn pulses by using 
the potentials of the sensors or the short-circuit level (0 V) and the ON level (5 V), and transmits the pulses to the sen- 
sors 2 through the transmission line 3. 

The transmission unit 49 of the sensor of Fig. 1 7 is configured so as to receive such address search pulses from 
the receiver 1 through the transmission line 3, i.e., the lines L and C. When the transmission unit 49 receives the 

35 address search pulses, the CPU 44 of the sensor counts the number of address search pulses which has been 
received, judges whether the count value coincides with the address set in the address unit 43 of the sensor, and, if the 
count value coincides with the address, supplies the state (ON state or OFF state) of the own sensor to the transmission 
unit 49. In response to this, only when the own sensor is in the ON state, for example, the transmission unit 49 transmits 
the signal indicative of the state to the receiver 1 through the transmission line 3, i.e., the lines L and C. Specifically 

40 when the address coincides with the own address, the transmission unit 49 transmits to the receiver 1 the signal indi- 
cating that the own sensor is in the ON state, by, for example, holding the potential between L and C of the transmission 
line 3 to 0 V for a predetermined time period (by holding the short-circuit state for a predetermined time period). There- 
fore, the receiver 1 monitors whether the potential between L and C of the transmission line 3 is held to 0 V for the pre- 
determined time period. If the potential between L and C of the transmission line 3 Is held to 0 V for the predetermined 

45 time period, the receiver can determine that the sensor of the address corresponding to the number of the address 
search pulses which have been output is in the operation state (ON state). 

In the above-described example of Fig. 1 7, the smoke sensor is configured as a sensor address type sensor. The 
smoke sensor may have the configuration of Fig. 1 , 12, or 1 4, or may be any ON/OFF type smoke sensor. In the con- 
figuration example of Fig. 17, therefore, the address unit 43 and the like are not necessary 

50 In the above, the example in which the invention is applied to an ON/OFF type smoke sensor has been described. 
The invention may be applied to a receiver of an R type monitor control system (a smoke sensor system, a disaster pre- 
vention system, or the like) in whidi, for example, an analog smoke sensor is used. Fig. 18 is a diagram showing an 
example of an R type monitor control system In which, for example, an analog smoke sensor is used. Refen-ing to Fig. 
18, the monitor control system has a receiver (e.g., an R-type receiver) 51, and an analog scattering smoke sensor 52 

55 which is connected to a transmission path 53 elongating from the receiver 51 and which is monitored and controlled by 
the receiver 51. 

As the light scattering smoke sensor 52, a smoke sensor configured so as to temporally alternately receive two dif- 
ferent wavelengths and Xz Is used. Namely, the light scattering smoke sensor 52 comprises: physical quantity detect- 
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ing means 61 for detecting the smoke density as a physical quantity and converting the physical quantity into an electric 
signal (analog signal); an A/D converter 62 which samples ttie analog signal output from the physical quantity detecting 
means 61 with a predetermined period to convert the signal into a digital signal; an address unit 63 into which the 
address of the smoke sensor is set; a CPU 64 which controls the whole of the sensor in synchronization with the period 
5 of address polling from the receiver 51 ; and a transmission unit 65 which performs transmission of data and signals with 
the receiver 51 . 

For example, the physical quantity detecting means 61 is provided with functions of: first light emitting means 12 
for, when driven by a driving signal CTLi from the CPU 64, emitting light of a wavelength X^; second light emitting 
means 1 3 for, when driven by a driving signal CTLg from the CPU 64, emitting light of a wavelength Xg; and light receiv- 

10 ing means 1 4 for receiving scattered light of the light of a wavelength emitted from the first light emitting means 1 2, 
and scattered light of the light of a wavelength I2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13. The CPU 64 is con- 
figured so that, in response of the address polling from the receiver 51. the driving signals CTLi and CTLj are output 
with a time difference t, scattered light output signals for the two different wavelengths Xi and which are temporally 
alternately output from the physical quantity detecting means 61 are converted into digital signals by the A/D converter 

is 62, and the scattered light output data of the two different wavelengths Xf and X2 are sent from the transmission unit 65 
to the receiver 51 . 

In this case, the receiver 51 has a transmission unit 54 which performs a control of transmission with the light scat- 
tering smoke sensor 52, and a control unit 55 which performs a smoke detection process, etc. The control unit 55 of the 
receiver 51 is provided with functions of; calculating means 15 for performing a predetermined calculation required for 

20 smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the wavelength A,, and a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 
supplied from the light scattering smoke sensor 52; smoke detection processing means 16 for performing a smoke 
detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calculating means 15; and oulputting means 17 
for outputling a result of the smoke detection process. The calculating means 15 has the configuration of Fig. 4 or 5, 
and may further have the function of the moving average process. 

25 In this configuration, when the receiver 51 performs address polling on the light scattering smoke sensor 52 and 
receives from the light scattering smoke sensor 52 the scattered light output y of the wavelength X^ and the scattered 
light output g of the wavelength Xg, the calculating means 1 5 performs the predetermined calculation required for smoke 
detection, namely, the estimation process (for example, the Interpolation process), the 1wo-«avelength ratio calculation 
process, and the moving average process, on the scattered light output y of the wavelength X-i and the scattered light 

so output g of the wavelength ^ from the light scattering smoke sensor 52. Therefore, the two-wavelength ratio can be cor- 
rectly calculated. The smoke detection processing means 16 performs a smoke detection process on the basis of the 
two-wavelength ratio which is correctly calculated by the calculating means 15 (determines the kind (characteristic) of 
smoke, and judges whether a fire breaks out or not. based on the kind of smoke). The result of the smoke detection 
process can be output from the outputting means 17. When it is judged that a fire breaks out, for example, an alarm 

35 output or the like can be conducted. 

As described above, the invention can be applied to a smoke sensor itself, and, when an analog smoke sensor is 
used, can be applied also to a receiver. In both the cases, a con-ect two-wavelength ratio can be obtained, and a smoke 
detection process and a fire judgment process can be performed with high reliability. 

In the examples described above, as shown in Fig. 2 and the like, the physical quantity detecting unit 41 or 61 of 

40 the light scattering smoke sensor (of the ON/OFF type or the analog type) uses the two kinds of light emitting means 
12 and 13 (LEDi and LEDg) for respectively emitting light of the wavelengths X^ and X2 (in other words, two light 
sources are used). Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 19, for example, only a single light source 71 (e.g., a tungsten lamp) 
may be used as the light source, and light of a predetermined wavelength X from the single light source 71 may be con- 
verted into light of wavelengths X-^ and X2 by an interference filter 72 having different wavelength characteristics (by 

45 rotating the interference filter 72 one half turn by a motor 74 to alternately switch over the wavelength characteristics). 
In the alternative, for example, the first light emitting means 12 of Fig. 1 is realized by the single light source 71 and a 
portion 72a of the wavelength characteristic X-\ in the interference filter 72, and the second light emitting means 13 is 
realized by the single light source 71 and a portion 72b of the wavelength characteristic X2 in the interference filter 72. 
In the examples of Fig. 2 and so on, the single light receiving device PD is used in the light receiving means 14. As 

so shown in the example of Fig. 19, the light receiving means 14 of Fig. 1, 12. or 14 may be realized by two light receiving 
devices PD-^ and PDg. 

In the configuration of Fig. 19, the interference filter 72 may not be disposed, and light receiving devices having dif- 
ferent spectral sensitivities may be used as the two light receiving devices PDi and PDj. 

In other words, the invention can be applied to any smoke sensor, and a receiver or a monitor and a control system 
55 using such a smoke sensor as far as they are canfigured so that light receiving means temporally alternately receives 
scattered light of two different wavelengths and X2. 

When a smoke sensor or a receiver is to be provided with the calculation processing function of the Invention (the 
estimation process (functions such as the interpolation process), the two-wavelength ratio calculation process, and the 
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moving average process), these functions can be provided in the form of a software package (specifically, an informa- 
tion recording medium such as a CD-ROM). In other words, programs for executing the functions such as the calculat- 
ing means 15 of the invention (in the case of the smoke sensor of Fig. 12, for example, programs which are to be used 
in the CPU 44 and the like) can be provided in the form of recording on a portable information recording medium. 

s In this case, preferably, the smoke sensor or the receiver is provided with a mechanism for detachably loading an 
information recording medium. The information recording medium on which programs and the like are recorded is not 
restricted to a CD-ROM. and a ROM, a RAM, a flexible disk, a memory card, or the like may be used as the information 
recording medium. When the information recording medium is loaded into the smoke sensor or the receiver, programs 
recorded on the information recording medium are installed into a storage device of the smoke sensor or the receiver 

10 (in the smoke sensor of Fig. 1 7, for example, the RAM 46), so that the programs are executed to realize the calculation 
processing function of the invention. 

Programs for realizing the calculation processing function of the invention may be provided to the smoke sensor or 
the receiver, not only in the form of a medium but also by a communication (for example, by a server). 

As described above, according to the invention of the first to tenth aspects, in a scattered light in which light receiv- 

15 ing means temporally alternately receives scattered light of two different wavelengths A., and ^2, the smoke sensor com- 
prises: calculating means for performing a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light 
output y of the wavelength l-^ and a scattered light output g of the wavelength from the light receiving means; and 
smoke detection processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output 
from the calculating means, and the calculating means estimates an output value of one of the scattered light output y 

20 of the wavelength X-^ and the scattered light output g of the wavelength which are temporally alternately output from 
the light receiving means, at a sample timing of the other output, and obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the 
one scattered light at the sample timing of the other output to an output value of the other scattered light, as a two-wave- 
length ratio. Therefore, the two-wavelength ratio can be correctly obtained and the accuracy of smoke detection can be 
remarkably enhanced as compared with the prior art. 

zs According to the invention of the third to fifth aspects, in the calculation of the two-wavelength ratio, also a moving 
average is performed. Therefore, a temporal smoothing process is performed, and hence an effect due to temporal fluc- 
tuatfon of smoke density or the like can be remarkably reduced, and the two-wavelength ratio can be obtained more cor- 
rectly. 

According to the invention of the sixth aspect, in the smoke sensor according to any one of the first to fifth aspects, 

30 when or after the output value of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength A,i and the scattered light output 
g of the wavelength from the light receiving means is equal to or larger than a predetermined value, the calculating 
means starts the calculation required for smoke detection. Therefore, it is not required to always perform a calculation. 
Consequently, the load of the calculating means (specifically, a GPU) can be reduced and an influence of noises can 
be reduced so that the smoke detection error can be further reduced. 

35 According to the invention of the eleventh aspect, the smoke sensor comprises: controlling means for controlling a 
whole of the sensor; first light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength 
Xi ; second light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength X2, light receiv- 
ing means for receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the first light emitting means, and 
scattered light of the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the second light emitting means; calculating means for per- 

40 forming a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the wavelength X^ and 
a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means; and smoke detection processing means 
for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calculating means, the first 
and second light emitting means being incorporated in a single light emitting device, the light of the wavelength X-\ and 
the light of the wavelength X2 being emitted from the single light emitting device. Therefore, the first light emitting means 

45 1 2 and the second light emitting means 1 3 can be located at positions which are very close to each other, and the light 
of the wavelength X^ emitted from the first light emitting means 12, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the 
second light emitting means 13 are directed in the same light emission direction. In a light scattering smoke sensor, 
therefore, smoke detection spaces can be made identical with each other, so that the two-wavelength ratio can be cor- 
rectly obtained. In appearance, the configuration example of Figs. 12 and 13 is configured by the single light emitting 

50 device 18 and the single light receiving device (light receiving means) 14. Therefore, the configuration has an advan- 
tage that the structure of a light scattering smoke sensor of the prior art can be used as it is and a product of a low cost 
can be supplied. 

According to the invention of twelfth to fourteenth aspects, the smoke sensor comprises: controlling means for con- 
trolling a whole of the sensor; first light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a 
55 wavelength X-^ ; second light emitting means for, when driven by the controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength X2: 
light receiving means for receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength X-^ emitted from the first light emitting 
means, and scattered light of the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the second light emitting means; calculating 
means for performing a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the 
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wavelength X■^ and a scattered light output g of the wavelength from the light receiving means; and smoke detection 
processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calcu- 
lating means, the smoke sensor further conprising light guiding means for guiding the light of the wavelength emitted 
from the first light emitting means, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means so 
that the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from the first light emitting means, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted 
from the second light emitting means are directed in a same light emission direction. Therefore, the light emission direc- 
tion and emission light path of the light of the wavelength A-i emitted from the first light emitting means 1 2 can be made 
identical with those of the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from the second light emitting means 13. In a light scatter- 
ing smoke sensor, therefore, smoke detection spaces can be made identical with each other, so that the two-wave- 
length ratio can be correctly obtained. The use of a prism or an optical fiber enables the first and second light emitting 
means 12 and 13 (I.e., the two LED^ and LEDj of two different wavelengths) to be independently selected, and hence 
best devices such as those of high luminance can be used. 

According to the invention of the fifteenth aspect, in the monitor control system comprising a receiver, and an ana- 
log light scattering smoke sensor which is connected to a transmission path elongating from the receiver and which is 
monitored and controlled by the receiver, when the analog light scattering smoke sensor Is a smoke sensor which tem- 
porally alternately receives scattered light of two different wavelengtiis A,i and X2, the receiver comprises: calculating 
means for performing a predetermined calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output y of the 
wavelength X-\ and a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 from the light receiving means; and smoke detection 
processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation result output from the calcu- 
lating means, and the calculating means estimates an output value of one of the scattered light output y of the wave- 
length A,i and the scattered light output g of the wavelength Xg which are temporally alternately output from the light 
scattering smoke sensor, at a sample timing of the other output, and obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the 
one scattered light at the sample timing of the other output to an output value of the other scattered light, as a two-wave- 
length ratio. Therefore, the receiver can correctly obtain the two-wavelength ratio and the accuracy of smoke detection 
can be remarkably enhanced as compared with the prior art. 

Claims 

1 . A smoke sensor comprising: 

light receiving means for temporally alternately receiving scattered light of two different wavelengths X^ and X2. 
calculating means for performing a calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output y of the 
wavelength X-^ and a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 from said light receiving means; and 
smoke detection processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation 
result output from said calculating means, said calculating means estimating an output value of one of the scat- 
tered light output y of the wavelength X-t and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 which are tem- 
porally alternately output from said light receiving means, at a sample timing of the other output, and obtaining 
a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scattered light at the sample timing of the other output to an 
output value of the other scattered light, as a two-wavelength ratio. 

2. A smoke sensor according to claim 1 , wherein said calculating means performs the estimation of the output value 
of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength X^ and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 
which are temporally alternately output from said light receiving means, by performing an interpolation on one of 
the scattered light output y of the wavelength and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2. 

3. A smoke sensor according to claim 1 , wherein said calculating means takes a moving average of each of the scat- 
tered light output y of the wavelength X-i and the scattered light output g of the wavelengtii X2 from said light receiv- 
ing means, estimates an output value of one of the moving-averaged scattered light output y of the wavelength X-\ 
and the moving-averaged scattered light output g of the wavelength X2, at a sample timing of the other output, and 
thereafter obtains a ratio of the estimated output value of the one moving-averaged scattered light at the sample 
timing of tiie other output to an output value of the other moving-averaged scattered light, as the two-wavelength 
ratio. 

4. A smoke sensor according to claim 1 . wherein, after estimating the output value of one of the scattered light output 
y of the wavelength Xi and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 which are temporally alternately output 
from said light receiving means, at a sample timing of the other output, said calculating means takes a moving aver- 
age of the estimated output value and a moving average of the output value of the ottier scattered light, and obtains 
a ratio of the estimated output value of the one moving-averaged scattered light at the sample timing of the otha- 
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output to an output value of the other moving-averaged scattered light, as the two-wavelength ratio. 

5. A smoke sensor according to daim 1, wherein, after otJlainlng a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scat- 
tered light at the sample timing of the other output to the output value of the other scattered light, as the two-wave- 

5 length ratio, said calculating means takes a moving average on the two-wavelength ratio to obtain another two- 
wavelength ratio. 

6. A smoke sensor according to claim 1 , wherein, when or after the output value of one of the scattered light output y 
of the wavelength A.^ and the scattered light output g of the wavelength A,2 from said light receiving means is equal 

10 to or larger than a predetermined value, said calculating means starts the calculation required for smoke detection. 

7. A smoke sensor according to claim 6, wherein, when, after the calculation required for smoke detection is started, 
the output value of one of the scattered light output y of the wavelength X■^ and the scattered light output g of the 
wavelength X2 from said light receiving means reaches an upper limit value, said calculating means holds a calcu- 

15 lation result which is obtained immediately before the output value reaches the upper limit value. 

8. A smoke sensor according to claim 1 , wherein said smoke detection processing means judges a smoke character- 
istic on the basis of the two-wavelength ratio from said calculating means. 

20 9. A smoke sensor according to claim 8, wherein, when the smoke characteristic is judged, said smoke detection 
processing means variably sets afire criterion for each smoke characteristic. 

10. A smoke sensor according to claim 9, wherein said smoke detection processing means variably sets a fire level for 
judging whether a fire breaks out or not on the basis of the largeness of two wavelength ratio. 

25 

1 1 . A smoke sensor comprising: 

controlling means for controlling a whole of said sensor; 

first light emitting means for, when driven by said controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength 
30 second light emitting means for, when driven by said controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength Xa; 

light receiving means for receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength emitted from said first light 
emitting means, and scattered light of the light of the wavelength A,2 emitted from said second light emitting 
means; 

calculating means for performing a calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the 
35 wavelength Xi and a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 from said light receiving means; and 

smoke detection processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation 
result output from said calculating means, said first and second light emitting means being incorporated in a 
single light emitting device, and the light of the wavelength and the light of the wavelength being emitted 
from said single light emitting device. 

40 

12. A smoke sensor comprising: 

controlling means for controlling a whole of said sensor; 

first light emitting means for, when driven by said controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength X,-); 
45 second light emitting means for, when driven by said controlling means, emitting light of a wavelength X2', 

light receiving means for receiving scattered light of the light of the wavelength Xi emitted from said first light 
emitting means, and scattered light of the light of the wavelength A,2 emitted from said second light emitting 
means; 

calculating means for performing a calculation required for smoke detection on a scattered light output y of the 
50 wavelength and a scattered light output g of the wavelength from said light receiving means; 

smoke detection processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation 
result output from said calculating means; and 

light guiding means for guiding the light of the wavelength X^ emitted from said first light emitting means, and 
the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from said second light emitting means so that the light of the wavelength 
55 Xi emitted from said first light emitting means, and the light of the wavelength X2 emitted from said second light 

emitting means are directed in a same light emission direction. 

13. A smoke sensor according to claim 12, wherein said light guiding means is a prism. 
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14. A smoke sensor according to claim 12, wherein said light guiding means is a breinched optical fiber. 

15. A monitor control system comprising: 

s a receiver; and 

an analog light scattering smoke sensor which is connected to a transmission path elongating from said 
receiver and which is monitored and controlled by said receiver, 

wherein, when said analog light scattering smoke sensor is a smoke sensor which tenporally alter- 
nately receives scattered light of two different wavelengths A,, and X2, said receiver comprises: 

10 

calculating means for performing a calculation required for smoke detection, on a scattered light output y 
of the wavelength Xi and a scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 from said light receiving means; 
and 

smoke detection processing means for performing a smoke detection process on the basis of a calculation 
'5 result output from said calculating means, said calculating means estimating an output value of one of the 

scattered light output y of the wavelength and the scattered light output g of the wavelength X2 which 
are temporally alternately output from said light scattering smoke sensor, at a sample timing of the other 
output, and obtaining a ratio of the estimated output value of the one scattered light at the sample timing 
of the other output to an output value of the other scattered light, as a two-wavelength ratio. 

so 
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